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did not suffer. In fact the life and elasticity given by these calls
for help seemed to have the effect of invigorating the regular work.
There is no doubt that the opportunities provided for creative work
make a strong appeal to most boys, and many who might be voted
dull in the classroom show themselves to be possessed of exceptional
powers in other and no less important directions. Such boys fre-
quently find that a problem they have met in the classroom or
laboratory is presenting itself to them again in a form which evokes
a much readier response from their understanding." l
Sanderson's work was carried out in the environment of a great
public school, but it has lessons for other types of school. Those
who are concerned with the curricula of secondary modern schools
can learn much from a study of what he accomplished at Oundle.
The years 1902 to 1939 were very important for Welsh
education. The Board of Education, by creating a separate Welsh
Department in 1907, recognised that the Principality had special
educational problems of its own. The attempt to force English
upon a Welsh-speaking population was finally abandoned, and the
new department set to work to encourage the use of Welsh and
English side by side. Where Welsh was the language of the home,
it was considered that it ought to be taught in the schools and used
as the medium of instruction in other subjects. Whenever possible,
the teaching of both English and Welsh was encouraged so that
pupils would become acquainted with two languages and two litera-
tures. Emphasis was also placed on the study of Welsh history,
traditions, and institutions. In secondary schools where a language
other than English was taught, it was recommended that the second
language should be Welsh, and instruction in other subjects might
be given wholly or partly in Welsh. In training-colleges, provision
was to be made for the teaching of Welsh. Since that date, in
appointing inspectors the policy has been to select those who have
a knowledge of the Welsh language and of social and economic
conditions in the Principality. The intentions of the Board were
set forth by the publication in 1927 of the Report on Welsh in
Education and Life.
During this period, almost revolutionary advances were made
in regard to school buildings and equipment. The central-hall type
of school in its many modifications, which was popular at the begin-
ning of the century, suffered from certain grave disadvantages. It
was difficult to ensure adequate ventilation of the classrooms, and
1 OunMe School Commemoration Book, 1927, p. 54